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Professor of Marine Biology in the Travancore University,, the income per year from fisheries for one unit of length of coast line for Travancore is Rs.-60,000, while the corresponding figure for Great Britain is Rs. 26,000, for Japan Rs, 16,000 and for America Rs. 14,000. Further, at present only the outer fringe within a distance of 5 to 7 miles only is worked. There are as many as a dozen kinds of fish, Travancore exports annually salted fish worth Es, 15 lakhs. In certain months the conditions of fishing are decidedly more favourable. Among marine products shark liver oil, turtle oil and the body oil of Balistis are at present extracted in large quantities. The lake fisheries form a very important Industry, as the chain of lakes, lagoons and other reservoirs of water Is so continuous that the task cf fishing is rendered very easy. The varieties of fish obtain able are considered highly valuable from a dietitic point of view. The most important of these migratory creatures are prawns, the annual catch of which is estimated at Rs. 22 lakhs. Of this quantity fish worth as much as Rs. 15 lakhs Is dried and exported. In the lakes there.is the shell fish industry which at present Is confined to the collection of lime shells.
The steps taken by the Travancore Government to develop .the. fishery, resources will he found detailed in the portion dealing a review of the administration.